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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the RCE filed on January 16, 2006. Claims 
1,12, 20, 22, 26, 33, and 35 were amended. Claims 27, 39, and 41-47 were 
previously canceled. No new claims have been added. Accordingly, claims 1- 
26, 28-38, and 40 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-26, 28-38, and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
taught by Chaddha et al (US Patent 6,173,317) hereinafter referred to as 
Chaddha further in view of Billmaier (US Patent 6, 630,963). 

Chaddha substantially teaches the applicant's invention. Chaddha 
teaches streaming and displaying a video stream with synchronized annotations 
over a computer network. Client computers retrieve and display synchronized 
annotations from distributed servers within a LAN or WAN. These supplemental 
annotations include displayable events (text or graphics) in the form of html 
pages with Java applets or Active X controls. (abstract) 

As to claim 1 , Chaddha teaches a method for synchronizing a 
programming signal with a movie on a client device, the method comprising: 
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receiving a programming signal on a client device, receiving an URI, 
wherein the URI specifies a location in a network from where a movie which 
relates to the programming signal can be obtained (Abstract; Fig 10A; col 5, lines 
10-54; col 8, lines 3-21 video, audio, and annotation packets are pulled by the 
cleint from a server via http. annotations may also include a url of where to 
retrieve further information.); 

retrieving the movie from the location; loading the movie on the client 
device, the client device including a player and receiving a command at the client 
device from the server, the command directing the movie on the client device to 
be synchronized with the programming signal. (Abstract; Fig 10A; col 2, lines 50- 
57; col 5, lines 10-54; col 8, lines 3-21; video and audio streams as well as 
annotation streams are synchronized so that the client is able to display the video 
frames and displayable events.) 

However, Chaddha does not explicitly indicate the movie being a vector 
graphic animation movie or that the command at the client device from a server 
is received after the vector animation movie is retrieved from a location. 

Billmaier teaches a system and method for synchronizing a video program 
from a TV broadcast with a secondary audio program. The invention, as taught 
by Billmaier, also teaches an embodiment in which the video program is 
synchronized with one or more programmed events that can include displaying 
text and/or graphics or animation such as a vector graphic animation. (col 9, lines 
28-57) 
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Billmaier teaches a system and method for synchronizing a video program 
with a vector graphic animation movie (col 9, lines 28-57; a video program and a 
flash animation are synchronized) and receiving a command at the cleint device 
from a server after the vector animation movie is retrieved from the location 
(abstract and col 9, lines 50-57; after a secondary audio program is selected, it is 
synhronized with the video program). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate the teachings of Billmaier over Chaddha to make the 
system more flexible by enabling the system to use a wider range of secondary 
programming such as vector graphic animations. 

Claims 12, 20, 22, 28, 33, 34, 35, and 40 are essentially the method, 
program, system, apparatus, memory, computer readable media, and signal for 
the above-mentioned claim and are thus rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 2, Chaddha teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
programming signal includes at least one of a video signal, an audio signal, a 
streaming video signal, and a streaming audio signal, (col 1, lines 55-58) 

Claim 21 is essentially the system for the above-mentioned method and is 
thus rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 3, Chaddha teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the URI is 
included as at least one of received with the programming signal, embedded in 
the programming signal, and embedded in a vertical blanking interval of the 
programming signal. (Abstract; col 2, lines 50-57) 
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Claims 26 is essentially the apparatus for the above mentioned claim and 
is thus rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 4, Chaddha teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
network includes at least one of a publicly accessible network, a privately 
accessible network, a distributed community network, a wireless network, an 
extranet, an Internet, and an intranet, (col 2, lines 26-37) 

Claim 36 contains similar limitations as the above-mentioned method and 
is thus rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 5, Chaddha teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the client 
device includes a Web browser having a plug-in. (col 8, lines 22-30) 

Claims 14 is essentially the program for the above-mentioned claim and is 
thus rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 6, Chaddha teaches the method of claim 5, wherein the Web 
browser includes a receiver in communication with a bridge layer, the bridge 
layer for transmitting the command to the movie.(Abstract; col 2, lines 26-37) 

Claim 15 is essentially the program for the above-mentioned method and 
is thus rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 7, Chaddha teaches the method of claim 6, wherein the 
receiver includes at least one of a receiver applet, an ActiveX control, a Java 
applet, and a persistent socket function of a movie. (Abstract; col 2, lines 26-37) 

Claims 13 and 16 are essentially the program for the above-mentioned 
claim and are thus rejected under similar rationale. 
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As to claim 8, Chaddha teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
command is received through the playback of a playlist residing on a server. 
(Abstract; col 2, lines 47-67) 

Claims 17 and 29 are essentially the program, and method for the above- 
mentioned claim and are thus rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 9, Chaddha teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the 
command is generated by a producer connected with the network, (col 7, lines 7- 
14) 

Claims 18 and 30 are essentially the program and method for the above- 
mentioned claim and are thus rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 10, Chaddha teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the 
Vector graphic animation player includes at least one of an email client capable 
of displaying movies, a projector, a plug-in with persistent socket capabilities, a 
projector with persistent socket capabilities, and a projector used as a screen 
saver, (col 1, lines 55-58) 

Claims 18 is essentially the program for the above-mentioned claim and is 
thus rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 1 1 , Chaddha teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
command is received via a persistent socket, (col 8, lines 56-59) 

Claims 37 is essentially the method for the above-mentioned claim and is 
thus rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 23, Chaddha teaches the apparatus of claim 22, wherein the 
at least one presentation device includes a first presentation device for 
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presenting the programming signal and a second presentation device for 
presenting the movie, (col 8, lines 14-21) 

As to claim 24, Chaddha teaches the apparatus of claim 22, wherein the 
presentation device presents the programming signal on a first layer and the 
movie on a second layer.(Abstract; col 2, lines 26-37) 

As to claim 25, Chaddha teaches the apparatus of claim 22, wherein the 
presentation device presents the programming signal on a first window and the 
movie on a second window. (Abstract; col 2, lines 47-67) 

As to claim 31 , Chaddha teaches the method of claim 28, wherein the 
command is generated live, (col 7, lines 53-59) 

As to claim 32, Chaddha teaches te method of claim 28, wherein the 
command is received via a command line interface, (col 5, lines 45-54) 

As to claim 38, Chaddha teaches the method of claim 35, wherein the 
real-time data feed includes at least one of a stock ticker, a sports ticker, a news 
ticker, an advertising ticker, and a current event ticker. (col 6, lines 64-67) 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. In substance, the applicant argues that Chaddha and Billmaier fail to 
disclose or suggest the vector graphic animation movie being sent at a different 
time than the command. 
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In response, the examiner agrees that Chaddha does not disclose this 
limitation. However, Billmaier teaches secondary streams being transmitted and 
commands to synchronize them with the primary streams as they are presented 
to the user (col 9, lines 28-57). Therefore, Chaddha in view of Billmaier still meet 
the scope of the limitation as claimed. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Asad M. Nawaz whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3988. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
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